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It seems to

= By =

L T —

PPORTUNITIES for
observing wildlife
are scarce m the heart of
the city, so that the pigeon
nesting on the window-sill
of our tearoom has caused
an outbreak_ of nature-
loving.

I must confess I was dis-
appointed in the early stages
when Someone reported a
bird's nest containing two
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bird’s nest containing two
eges.

From the prevailing excite-

ment I had expected to see a
kookaburra or an emu., The
pigeon was a bit of an anti-
climax. Still, a nesting bird is a novelty in a
' newspaper office, and this pigeon has remark-
‘able aplomb. (I should say “these pigeons,”
' because mother and father took turns at
sitting on the nest.)
- They were unmoved by the continuous
stream of sightseers, staring back with a glit-
tering calm which explains why these were
the birds chosen to figure in all those old jokes
(. . . the pigeon that walked from Strath-
field, the pigeon that boarded the train at Red-
‘fern. If you don’t remember them, your
mother will).

At time of writing the young have just
emerged from the shells. When the flying les-
sons begin there will be queues of watchers.

_This tearoom is the exclusive province of
girls. One of them the other day was telling
the story to a male member of the staff.

- “Ah,” he said meanly, “a pigeon among
the cats.” -
' * * *

SURVEY of American women’s

buying habits shows that in a super-
market those who shop. without a push-
cart spend an average of 10/-. Those
using a cart spend an average of £3.

That's the kind of conclusion that makes me

distrust surveys. It implies that a pushcart
makes you spend money. 3

TATY . =,
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Hlaata ywvu spcua moncy. . :
What it really proves is that if you have a
lot to buy }':u use a pushcart,
* *

HERE may be times in the future,

perhaps even now, when Gary
Powers, the American U2 pilot ex-
changed for a Russian spy, may wish
himself back in that Moscow prison.

Already some Americans are asking whether
' he was a worthwhile ex !
 These citizens do not bother to conceal their
!homht!r to Powers, who, they believe, did
~something less than his duty.

Their view is that when his plane was shot
down he should have availed himself of the
opportunity to commit suicide or that, havi
failed to kill himself, he should not ht;ve :::E
fessed to spying. .
~ Some of the ordinary citizens quoted as
-expressing these views may, for al] I know, be
heroes and heroines of war,

If so, they are entitled to criticise Powers.

- But the others—and I think it very likely

that many never did anything braver than

'address the local Parents and itizens—might
' be bettqr advised to show a little Chrix:%an
compassion.
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